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The God Who Is Revealed in Christmas 

‘Christmas is God's answer to human longing, 

God's response to the centuries of prayers that 

lay hidden in our groaning, our sighs, our frus-

trations, and our religious efforts, each of them 

a plea, mostly silent, for a divine intervention, 

all of them asking God to come and rid the 

world of injustice and our hearts of loneliness 

and heartache. 

‘But God's answer didn't exactly meet our  

expectations, even as it surpassed them. What 

was born with Jesus' birth and what still lies 

seemingly helpless in mangers all around the 

world wasn't exactly what the world expected.  

Why? Why would God choose to be born into 

the world in this way? 

‘The power of God revealed in Christmas is the 

power of a baby, nothing more, nothing less:  

innocence, gentleness, helplessness, a vulnerability 

that can soften hearts, invite in, have us hush 

our voices, teach us patience, and call forth 

what's best in us.  

‘We have always been slow to understand this; 

we want our messiahs to possess more immedi-

ate power. But that's not the Christmas story, 

nor the power revealed in it. An infant lying in 

the straw in Bethlehem didn't outgun anyone. 

He jus t  lay there ,  wai t ing for  

anyone, good or bad, to come to him, see his 

helplessness, feel a tug at his or her heart strings, 

and then gently try to coax a smile or a word 

out of him. That's still how God meets us.’ 
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Christmas Night 

Entrance antiphon:  

The Lord said to me: You are my Son. 

It is I who have begotten you this day. 

First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-7 

A son is given to us. 

Psalm: 97 

R. Today is born our Saviour, Christ 

the Lord. 

O sing a new song to the Lord, 

sing to the Lord all the earth. 

O sing to the Lord, bless his name. R. 

Proclaim his help day by day, 

tell among the nations his glory 

and his wonders among all the peoples. 

R. 

Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad, 

let the sea and all within it thunder praise, 

let the land and all it bears rejoice, 

all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

at the presence of the Lord for he comes, 

he comes to rule the earth. R. 

With justice he will rule the world, 

he will judge the peoples with his 

truth. R. 

Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14 

God's grace has been revealed to all 

people. 

Gospel Acclamation:    

Alleluia, alleluia!   

Good News and great joy to all the 

world: today is born our Saviour, 

Christ the Lord.   

Alleluia! 

Gospel: Luke 2: 1-14 

Today a Saviour has been born for you.  

Communion antiphon:  

The Word became flesh, and we have 

seen his glory. 

Holy Family 

Entrance antiphon:  

The shepherds went in haste, and 

found Mary and Joseph and the 

Infant lying in a manger. 

First Reading: Sirach 3:2-6. 12-14 

Whoever fears the Lord honours his 

parents. 

Psalm: 127 

R. Happy are those who fear the 

Lord and walk in his ways. 

O blessed are those who fear the Lord 

and walk in his ways! 

By the labour of your hands you 

shall eat. 

You will be happy and prosper. R. 

Your wife like a fruitful vine  

in the heart of your house;  

your children like shoots of the olive,  

around your table. R. 

Indeed thus shall be blessed  

the man who fears the Lord.  

May the Lord bless you from Zion  

all the days of your life! R. 

Second Reading: Colosians 3:12-21 

Concerning the Christian life in 

the world. 

Gospel Acclamation:    

Alleluia, alleluia!   

May the peace of Christ rule in 

our hearts, and the fullness of his 

message live within you. Alleluia! 

Gospel: Matt 2:13-15. 19-23 

Take the child and his mother, and 

flee to Egypt. 

Communion antiphon:  

 Our God has appeared on the 

earth, and lived among us. 

Christmas Day 

Entrance antiphon:  

A child is born for us, and a son is  

given to us; his sceptre of power 

rests upon his shoulder, and his 

name will be called Messenger of 

great counsel. 

First Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10 

All the ends of the earth shall see the  

saving power of our God. 

Psalm: 97 

R. All the ends of the earth have 

seen the saving power of God. 

Sing a new song to the Lord 

for he has worked wonders. 

His right hand and his holy arm 

have brought salvation. R. 

The Lord has made known his salva-

tion; 

has shown his justice to the nations. 

He has remembered his truth and 

love 

for the house of Israel. R. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

the salvation of our God. 

Shout to the Lord all the earth, 

ring out your joy. R. 

Sing psalms to the Lord with the 

harp, 

with the sound of music. 

With trumpets and the sound of the 

horn 

acclaim the King, the Lord. R. 

Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-6 

In our own time, God speaks to us 

through his Son. 

Gospel Acclamation:    

Alleluia, alleluia!   

A holy day has dawned upon us. 

Come you nations and adore the 

Lord. 

Today a great light has come upon 

the earth.  Alleluia! 

Gospel: John 1: 1-18 

The Word of God became flesh and 

dwelt among us, and we saw his glory. 

Communion antiphon:  

 All the ends of the earth have seen 

the salvation of our God. 



Mater Dei Christmas Roster 

READERS 

Vigil:    Angela, Debra & Anne-Marie (PoF) 

Midnight:     Geoff & Sofi 

10am:    Cettina, Lucy & Ronnie (PoF) 

ACOLYTES 

Vigil: Michael, Br Michael & Ray 

Midnight: Geoff, Louise  

10am: Gary, Graeme, Onsi 

MUSIC 

Vigil: Marion and the children/Niko       

Midnight:  Youth   

10am  Kim 

Mass on New Years Day is at 9.00am both parishes 

 

This Christmas, give the gift of friendship 

Christmas is a hard time of year for people who are 

alone. Could you spare an hour a week to ease 

someone’s isolation?  

Compeer is a mental health friendship program which 

matches volunteers in one-to-one friendship with some-

one in their local community who is isolated and living 

with a mental illness.  

There is a huge need for adult male and female volun-

teers across Sydney to spend an hour a week doing 

social activities with a new friend, such as having coffee, 

watching the footy, or going for a walk. 

Training and ongoing support is provided, and you will 

be connected to a welcoming community of volun-

teers through social events and catch-ups.  

Your friendship can make a big difference to your new 

friend’s quality of life, and help reduce the stigma asso-

ciated with mental illness.  

“Compeer is a simple, meaningful way of making a 

difference.” - Volunteer 

To find out more about Compeer volunteering phone 

9568 0295, go to www.compeer.org.au or send an 

email to compeer.sydneycitysoutheast@vinnies.org.au  Please pray for 

Deceased: Victor Care, Bob Donehue, Biaggio 

Signorelli 

Sick:    Br Joe, Mary Krone, Ann, Sr Maree  

Henderson, rsc, Margaret Hopkinson, Blaza  

Kursar, Howard Courtney, Paul Foley, Ann  

Davies, Joanne McRea, Patrick & Sidney Yenson,  

Matthew Tuffin, Joanne Martin, George & 

Therese  Mir,  Jack & Sylvia Wood. 

HOME ROSARY   

Rosary breaks until January. Participants 

wish everybody a very happy and  

holy Christmas 

Legions of Mary   

MD: Meets 10am every Monday  

morning in the Piety Stall at Mater Dei.  

St R’s Rosary and Meeting every  

Friday at 9:30 am downstairs in the Hall. 

St Vincent de Paul Society 

Meets second Tuesday of each month in the  

Kennedy Centre at Mater Dei at 7.30 pm. 

MASS TIMES this week 

  Mater Dei  St.Raphaels 

Saturday 6.15pm 5.00pm 

Sunday 10.00am 8.30am 

Tuesday    8.00am   

Wednesday 8.00am  

Thursday    9.15am 

Friday  8am 9.00am 

RECONCILIATION:  (also by appointment)   

Saturday   4.30pm 

EXPOSITION   

Saturday from  4.00pm 

  What A Boy Wants For Christmas 

Darren remembers accompanying his father one  

Christmas Eve, when shopping in a department store 

they came to the toy section.  

Dad said, 'What a marvellous train set. I'll buy it.'  

The girl behind the counter looked pleased and  

murmured, 'Great, I'm sure your son will really love it.'  

Dad thought about that and then replied, 'Maybe 

you're right. In that case I'll take two.'  

Ministry 
St Raphael’s  Mater Dei 

28& 29 

December 5.00pm  V 8.30am 6.15pm V 10.00am 

Acolytes / SS Greg Br Ben John Onsi 

EMHC 
Shirley  

Ellen 

Kathy, Sophia 

Henriette 
  Marguerite 

Readers 
  Debra Anne-Marie 

  Sonia Fiona 

Altar   Adam Amy 

Servers   Maxine Bianca 

Music CD Julia Jan Kim 

Ministry St Raphael’s  

THIS WEEKEND 

Mater Dei 

THIS WEEKEND 4 & 5  

January 5.00pm  V 8.30am 10.00am 5.00PM 

Acolytes / SS Vincent Max Br Joe Onsi 

EMHC 
Moya 

Ellen 

Annie 

Rosie 
 Marguerite 

Readers 
  Louise Gail, Luisa 

  Volunteer Angela 

Altar Volunteers Volunteers Luke Amy, Alex 

Servers Please Please Emma Bianca 

Music Michele Julia Jan Kim 

Both Churches have a hearing loop installed: 

switch your hearing aid to “T-coil”.  

Please pray for the work of this 

Council which has been set up as 

part of the Church’s response to 

the Royal Commission into  

Institutional Responses to Child 

Sexual Abuse. Please pray  

especially, too,  for the victims of 

child sexual abuse by clergy, religious and Church 

employees.  

WISHING YOU ALL THE PEACE AND WISHING YOU ALL THE PEACE AND   

JOY OF CHRISTMASJOY OF CHRISTMAS  

 We see Jesus born as a child of abject poverty in a manger. We are   
reminded that God is so great that he can become small, so  
powerful that he can make himself vulnerable and come to us as a 
defenceless child, so that we can love him. Jesus invites us, like the 
shepherds to watch, pray and follow with our life.  

Emmanuel- God’s son is among us. He wants our love. He is with us 
every moment. Come let us adore him as one family. 

May God bless you with joy, peace and love at 
the birth of our saviour and in the coming 
New Year!    

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year . 

                                     Fr Isidore 

HELPING PALMS 

Buying delicious, fair trade organic cof-

fee, tea and hot chocolate will help 

Palms Australia, a Catholic agency,  

support skilled Australian volunteers in 

long-term placements across 

A s i a ,  A f r i c a  a n d  t h e  

pacific. Simply shop at 

www.coffup.com.au. 

On the weekend we  

welcome James Campbell 

into the family of the  

Catholic Church at Mater 

Dei.  Congratulations to his  

parents Louise and Robert.   

Mass on New Years Day is at 9.00am both parishes 

 

This Christmas, give the gift of friendship 

Christmas is a hard time of year for people who are 

alone. Could you spare an hour a week to ease 

someone’s isolation?  

Compeer is a mental health friendship program which 

matches volunteers in one-to-one friendship with some-

one in their local community who is isolated and living 

with a mental illness.  

There is a huge need for adult male and female volun-

teers across Sydney to spend an hour a week doing 

social activities with a new friend, such as having coffee, 

watching the footy, or going for a walk. 

Training and ongoing support is provided, and you will 

be connected to a welcoming community of volun-

teers through social events and catch-ups.  

Your friendship can make a big difference to your new 

friend’s quality of life, and help reduce the stigma asso-

ciated with mental illness.  

“Compeer is a simple, meaningful way of making a 

difference.” - Volunteer 

To find out more about Compeer volunteering phone 

9568 0295, go to www.compeer.org.au or send an 

email to compeer.sydneycitysoutheast@vinnies.org.au  

 PARISH DIRECTORY 

Parish Priest 

Fr Isidore Anantharaj 

Phone: 95462605 

pp@materdeiparish.org.au 

Website: www.materdei-straphael.org.au  

Presbytery & Parish Office 

  1008 King Georges Rd.,  

   Blakehurst, NSW 2221 

Fax: 95472323 

Mater Dei Church:  1008 King Georges Rd,  

                            Blakehurst,  

St Raphael’s Church: 84 George St,  

                              South Hurstville 

Parish Coordinator & Secretary:   

  Maryanne Hemsley 

  admin@materdeiparish.org.au 

Br. Joe Cassar 

9546 1232 

Pastoral Assistant (St Raphael’s): 

  Br. Ben Krupowicz 

  Phone: 9546 2544 

Priest in Residence   

  Fr. Jan Chrzczonowicz  

       (Chaplain to the French) 

Mobile: 0412786 245 

SCHOOLS: 

Mater Dei Primary          9546 7298  

Principal: Mrs Jenni Payne 

St Raphael’s Primary … .9546 4898 

Principal: Mrs Jo Stores 

  What A Boy Wants For Christmas 

Darren remembers accompanying his father one  

Christmas Eve, when shopping in a department store 

they came to the toy section.  

Dad said, 'What a marvellous train set. I'll buy it.'  

The girl behind the counter looked pleased and  

murmured, 'Great, I'm sure your son will really love it.'  

Dad thought about that and then replied, 'Maybe 

you're right. In that case I'll take two.'  

City Silence  

A weekly Holy Hour for young adults 

(18-35) will begin at St Mary’s  

Cathedral from 4 February 2014, fol-

lowed by dinner and drinks at Puntino 

Italian Restaurant (41 Crown St, 

Woolloomooloo). Join Catholic Youth 

Services every Tuesday from 6:30-

7:30pm for adoration, music and reflec-

tion with young people from across 

Sydney.  

Young musicians are also needed to 

help with the music at City Silence. If 

you, or someone you know, can help 

on a rota t ing  ros ter  contac t 

events@catholicyouthservies.org.  

EXCERPT FROM EVANGELII GAUDIUM   

(Apostolic Exhortation by Pope Francis , issued Novem-

ber 2013) 

I28. The parish is not an outdated institution;  

precisely because it possesses great flexibility, it can 

assume quite different contours depending on the 

openness and missionary creativity of the pastor and 

the community. While certainly not the only  

institution which evangelizes, if the parish proves 

capable of self-renewal and constant adaptivity, it 

continues to be “the Church living in the midst of 

the homes of her sons and daughters”.[26] This  

presumes that it really is in contact with the homes 

and the lives of its people, and does not become a 

useless structure out of touch with people or a self-

absorbed group made up of a chosen few. The par-

ish is the presence of the Church in a given territory, 

an environment for hearing God’s word, for growth 

in the Christian life, for dialogue, proclamation, 

charitable outreach, worship and celebration.[27] In 

all its activities the parish encourages and trains its 

members to be evangelizers.[28] It is a community 

of communities, a sanctuary where the thirsty come 

to drink in the midst of their journey, and a centre 

of constant missionary outreach. We must admit, 

though, that the call to review and renew our par-

ishes has not yet sufficed to bring them nearer to 

people, to make them environments of living  

communion and participation, and to make them 

completely mission-oriented. f o r  d i a l o g u e ,  

proclamation, charitable outreach,  

29. Other Church institutions, basic communities 

and small communities, movements, and forms of 

association are a source of enrichment for the 

Church, raised up by the Spirit for evangelizing 

different areas and sectors. Frequently they bring 

a new evangelizing fervour and a new capacity 

for dialogue with the world whereby the Church 

is renewed. But it will prove beneficial for them 

not to lose contact with the rich reality of the  

local parish and to participate readily in the over-

all pastoral activity of the particular 

Church.[29] This kind of integration will 

prevent them from concentrating only 

on part of the Gospel or the Church, or 

becoming nomads without roots. 

WISHING YOU ALL THE PEACE AND WISHING YOU ALL THE PEACE AND   

JOY OF CHRISTMASJOY OF CHRISTMAS  

 We see Jesus born as a child of abject poverty in a manger. We are   
reminded that God is so great that he can become small, so  
powerful that he can make himself vulnerable and come to us as a 
defenceless child, so that we can love him. Jesus invites us, like the 
shepherds to watch, pray and follow with our life.  

Emmanuel- God’s son is among us. He wants our love. He is with us 
every moment. Come let us adore him as one family. 

May God bless you with joy, peace and love at 
the birth of our saviour and in the coming 
New Year!    

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year . 

                                     Fr Isidore 

“LIGHTS OF CHRISTMAS” – 

The spectacular laser light  

story of Christmas is once 

again on at St Mary’s  

Cathedral starting every night 

at 8.30pm until midnight right 

through to and including 

Christmas Day night. Everyone 

is welcome to this free public 

event in the Cathedral  

forecourt where there will also 

be different choirs performing from 7.30pm. 

Bring family and friends and come and enjoy this 

year’s theme “Lighting the World”. 
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